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FAMILIES  FOR LEAD FREEDOM NOW is requesting telephone calls be made to our NYS legislators in support of the 3 following bills.  The first one – Lead Based Paint Right to Know Act -- is their priority bill.  

Calls may be made to our local Senators and Assemblypersons, plus the Senate and Assembly leadship.  
Assembly numbers are:
· William Magnarelli – 315-478-9651 (Syracuse) or 518-455-4826 (Albany) 
· Pam Hunter – 315-449-9536 (Syracuse) or 518-455-5383 (Albany)
· Al Stirpe – 31-452-1115 (N. Syracuse) or 518-455-4505 (Albany)
· Carl Heastie, Leader of the Assembly – 518-455-3791 (Albany)
Senate numbers are:
· Rachel May – 315-478-8745 (Syracuse) or 518-455-2838 (Albany)
· John Mannion – 315-428-7632 (Syracuse) or 518-455-3511 (Albany)
· Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Leader of the Senate – 518-455-2585 (Albany)


Lead Based Paint Right to Know Act 
S. 2353 (Kavanagh) / A. 4820 (JD Rivera)
*WE WANT TO FOCUS ON THIS BILL THE MOST*

· Federal law requires that sellers or lessors of pre-1978 housing disclose to buyers or renters any knowledge of lead-based paint in the residence 
· This bill will ensure that testing actually happens, and close the loophole that allows property owners to avoid knowing.
· Requires the NYS Department of Health to issue a report to track and address homes that have lead present
· Consequently, purchasers and renters unknowingly move into hazardous homes. This bill closes the gap by requiring a one-time lead paint inspection before the next sale 
· Offsets the cost of this testing by reducing the transfer tax paid by the seller.
Why this bill is important: :

· How is this going to lower Elevated Blood Lead Level (EBLL) and why does our district need it?
· It will inform potential buyers/ the next family what the hazards are. If they have children or are expecting to be new parents, this will also inform their decision. It does not leave room for wondering if lead paint is in a home. 
· Because people currently do not have to disclose that there is lead in the property if they are not aware of it. If they are not aware and do not disclose the lead but there is in fact lead in the property, then they are not held liable and the person who incurs  the side effects now is left with the burdens. 
· If this bill does not require remediation or fixing the hazard, then how will it reduce lead poisoning?
· If a family finds lead hazards in the home they wish to purchase, they will be able to build repairs into their financing plan when they buy the house. In many communities, there are grants that can help with lead repairs. As well, knowledge of lead helps people do repairs safely, so they do not generate poisonous lead dust and make hazards even worse.
· Won’t this exacerbate the housing crisis?
· No. This bill is NOT requiring anyone to fix the lead hazards. It DOES give them the information they need to reduce risks in a way that is cost-effective and fits their family’s need and budget. 15 years of experience in Rochester shows that good maintenance and low-cost treatments can effectively protect children. 
· Buyers are already allowed to request a lead inspection if they want to. Why is this bill necessary? 
· Most buyers – especially during the current housing crunch – are being advised NOT to inspect their homes. Low income families of color are buying homes they can afford, only to find that the house has lead hazards and unknowingly poison their children. This bill provides a fair, cost-effective, equitable system to make sure all families have the information they need to protect their kids.
· Won’t knowing there is lead in a home reduce the property value?
· Many homes built before 1978 – and nearly all built before 1940 – have lead in them.  Implementing this bill will mean there is lead information on all these homes, removing “knowledge of lead” as a variable in housing prices. Everyone will know what they need to know to protect their children from lead.
· What about properties outside of New York City that have already been tested? 
· Any property with a prior test meeting this law’s standards (equivalent to those in federal lead law) simply needs to file that test with the state. No re-testing is needed, regardless of whether the prior test was part of receiving a federal housing grant, local requirement, or voluntary action. 
· Are there enough inspectors in New York to do the testing required by this bill? 
· The EPA lists 547 Risk Assessment firms in the state of New York (see https://www.epa.gov/lead/lead-abatement-inspection-and-risk-assessment).  Past experience in Rochester and elsewhere has shown that when a new law requires certified lead testing, capacity rapidly expands to fill the need. Both inspection and remediation activities associated with this bill will create new jobs. 
· The cost to get a unit tested depends on the size and what part of the state they are in.  
· In New York City, one bedroom could be $200-350 and then it goes up from there typically in $50 increments but gets cheaper the more units are getting tested at once. 
· In the City of Rochester 1-unit (single family home) - $765, 2-unit $1,000, 3-unit $1,125, 4-unit $1,225. 
· In Buffalo, it can range from $800-1,200 for a risk assessment and lead paint XRF Survey. 











Landlord Insurance for Lead-Based Paint 
S. 88 (Ryan) / A. 1687 (JD Rivera)

· Currently, if children are lead poisoned, current law exempts landlord insurance companies from covering any associated costs. The burden of health care costs then becomes the renter or buyer’s responsibility.
· NYS started allowing “lead exclusion clauses” in landlord insurance policies which has been very difficult to overcome.
· This bill ensures that the loophole that landlords do not have to carry insurance for lead related hazards is closed to ensure such victims will be adequately compensated for medical bills and other lead-exposure related expenses and damages.
· This bill closes the gap by prohibiting lead exclusion clauses in insurance policies.
· Hand to mouth activity among children increases their chances of consuming lead dust or particles that may come from paint or other lead sources.

Why this bill is important: 
· How does this lower EBLL and why does my district need this bill?
· This makes it harder for property owners to avoid accountability for damages that you obtain in their unit. They will be more inclined to do renovations that prevent lead exposures, and maintain upkeep for your safety. 

It is important that people are supported if any resident of the home is lead poisoned. The costs associated with getting lead poisoned are high and should not be fully carried by the affected person and their family. 
· Won’t this increase insurance costs?
· It could possibly, but we are not sure by how much due to our inability to get a hold of an adjuster with that information. This was included in policies until the 90s, then coverage went away.
· Would this exacerbate the housing crisis?
· No, this policy would not have any more of an impact on the housing crisis than any other external factors that are currently in effect. 
· What is the main opposition with this bill? Why did it not pass last year? 
· The insurance companies are our hurdle.






New York State Renovation, Repair and Painting Act 
S. 2191 (Bailey) / A. 434 (Bronson)

· NYS has no law requiring lead-safe work practices to protect occupants. DOH research finds up to 40% of lead poisoning cases are caused from lead dust during unsafe home renovations.
· This legislation would enable the State to administrate federal RRP rules and to conduct training, certification, and enforcement of the RRP act.
· This bill would protect approximately 140,000 children under age 6 from lead exposure  
· 483,000 homes in New York State undergo renovation, repair and paint work annually
· NYS hasn’t adopted RRP, but WI, IA, NC, UT, MS, KS, RI, OR, MA, AL, WA, GA, OK, DE, MN have. This bill closes the gap by requiring NYS administration of RRP including worker certification
· Law requires lead-safe work practices, but the EPA only has 3.5 full time inspectors for the NYS region. Law allows a state to directly administer the program and collect the certification fees 

Why this bill is important:: 
· How does this lower EBLL? 
· It reduces the amount of lead exposure to labor workers along with their families. 
· What is the fiscal impact of this bill? 
· The fiscal impact would not be too strenuous since there are already programs in place in the most impacted 20 counties. Also the cost of certification would help to fund the programs. Most of the increase in funding needs to go towards the organization’s enforcement of the programs. 
· If the paint is not chipping then why do abatement? 
· The paint could become a problem later, high friction surfaces will create lead dust over time that will pose a threat to health, and the paint can chip later which will cause harm. It is better to have no lead in the home and be completely safe. 
· How many homes really need to be abated? 
· According to the 2017 American Community Survey, 6,444,783 homes in New York State were built in 1979 or earlier. This represents about 78% of New York State’s total housing stock, indicating that the vast majority of homes in New York potentially contain some lead-based paint. Nearly 1/3 of homes in New York State were built before 1940, when highly concentrated lead-based paint was widely used for residential purposes
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